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SANTA CLAUS AND ALL ABOUT HIM 


F course everybody knows that Santa Claus, the - children’s — 
friend, lives away up in the north somewhere, in the land 
of snow and ice, where the polar bear and the white fox 
roam. No one has ever seen his home. Even Peary, the explorer, 
has never yet managed to come across it. But ‘we know that 
it is there, for each year Santa Claus comes to pay a visit to 


the world, and bring good cheer. He 


is our winter sun. How we should get . ne 
; ner. 4} = ss 
on without him it would be | = : . 
yet & S . y N 
say. But as he never deserts Ags a cg ae 
4, ))) ce ’ Oy ( N 
need not worry. as, = 
YN * Ww 
After each visit, when Santa © av / s 
has made the children happy, be 4g ) 
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2 good and the bad——if there happen to be any 
. bad— and has given us all a new start for another 

a year, he settles down for a. good long nap, his. 
well-earned rest. Now these annual visits have 

Sf become an old story to the walrus, the polar bear, 
Sy and the other animals who live about his home. 
They know the time for him to begin, and whenever 


he seems inclined’ to oversleep they invade his 


lodging, and rouse him up. The walrus’s cheerful 
roar is too much for even Santa’s drowsiness, and 
though he would often like to doze a little longer, 


he is forced to wake up. 


SANTA CLAUS STARTS OUT TO VISIT 
THE WORLD 


E sighs, but scrambles. out of bed, and arouses his faithful 

helpers, the Little Men, those sturdy little fellows who take 

such an active interest in our world, as we shall see, even 
though they never come to visit it. They 
clamber down from their sleeping shelves, 
some with a rush, some reluctantly, as 
heavy-eyed children do when wakened out 
of© a sound, sleep. The fire (is soon 
started and the chilly ones warm their 
hands. But they all bear the cold very 


well and think nothing of it once they are 


warmed up to their work, 


SANTA CLAUS GIVES HIS LAST ORDERS TO HIS FOREMAN a 
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Santa Claus then sends his stable boys to harness his team. The 
boys are apt to have trouble in doing this, as the reindeer have not 
been in harness for a year and have almost forgotten what is expected 
of them. | | 

And now Santa Claus is ready to pay a visit to the world to see 
the boys and girls, and find out what presents will best suit each of 
them. For each year something different 1s needed, and he always 
keeps up with the times. 

So he puts on his warm fur coat and gloves, and gives his last 
orders to his foreman, telling him just what to do and what to get 
ready while he is away, so that no time shall be lost. Then, with a 
good-bye to his Little Men and a snap of his whip to his reindeer, 
he is off. 


HE LOOKS THROUGH THE VILLAGES 


VER hill, down dale, now up, now down, at full speed across 
rivers and lakes, his fleet team flies, and rapidly leaves the i 

snow land behind and draws near to our world. 
When the first houses of the outlying villages 
appear, Santa Claus slows down a little. And now 
he sets about finding out where the children live, 
and how many are in each home, and lays his 
plans for their Christmas presents. He sees all 
kinds of children, and in his own way learns all 
about them. He likes the good children best, of 
course, but he is always willing to give another 


chance to the naughty ones who throw snowballs. 


He peers in at the windows by night and watches 
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the children as they play or study, and says to himself, «‘Here is the 


chance for a new drum, and perhaps a gun as well, and the good 
little sister shall have a doll with eyes that open and shut, and some 


fine little dishes for tea parties, which 
will please her mightily.” 

And so he goes from house to 
house, from village to village, taking 
notes and arranging his list, so that 
each shall have what he or_ she 
likes best. He manages to make 


himself invisible to human eyes. The 


animals and birds can see him all the time, to be sure; but as they 


fant ‘tell on him,” he doesn’t care. The cock crows in alarm, but - 


as he is crowing so much of the time anyway, nobody notices him. 


HE COMES TO THE GREAT CITIES 


FTER the villages and towns, Santa Claus travels among the 


great cities. Now he hears loud noises he doesn’t like, 


and sees strange sights which surprise him, for EsOuAN it= 1s 


always the same old world, something new 1s 
always turning up, and changes are being made 
on every side. He thinks it strange that people 
can bear to ride in the noisy, crowded elevated 
trains, and he thinks his own team of reindeer 
much nicer. He gazes in astonishment at the 
new tall buildings, and wonders how he will ever 
be able to crawl such a long way down their 
chimneys, when the time comes for It. | 
So he wanders about the streets, seeing 


everything, but never seen, finding out the 
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latest needs of children in the way of toys. He 
sees all sorts of children—the poor and_ the 
rich, the good and the bad—and he hears their 
mothers, when they complain or boast of their 


boys and girls, and plans to distribute his gifts 


accordingly. He studies the street gamins, and) 


is grieved at their rough ways and careless speech; 


but he does not forget them, and he always hopes 
that they will be taught to do better each year. 
Day and night he journeys over the whole wide 


world. Busy, bustling, round, and good natured, he 


tries to arrange that all shall spend a happy Christmas. 


SANTA CLAUS AT THE FAIRIES’ COURT 


O, journeying east and west, he learns much, and nothing of 1m- 
portance escapes his sharp eyes. 

He pays a visit to the Fairies. They understand his needs 
and are always ready to help him. He finds them 
in their wooded court and receives a smiling wel- 
come, for they have been expecting him. They 
crowd close around him and tell him all about the 
good little girls of the world, and what kind of toys 
and presents he should make for them. They know 
all about dolls, and their clothes, and about every- 
thing that girls love, and he needs their advice; 
for the little girls. must have quite different play- 


things from the boys, and are ever so much harder 


to suit. He busily takes more notes in his book, 


THE FAIRIES TELL HIM WHAT KIND OF PRESENTS HE SHOULD MAKE 
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for he would never trust himself to remember all the things wanted 
for girls. | 

The lively Fairies enjoy his visit immensely, and suggest all sorts of 
pretty ideas for presents, and playful tricks to play on children, and 
by the time that Santa Claus decides that he must be off, he has 
pretty thoroughly completed his knowledge of what is needed for the 


coming Christmas. 


HE CAMPS OUT AT NIGHT 


OW he drives away to strange countries. Down to the south 
\ he goes, across wild lands and through savage forests, where, 
when he builds his campfire at night and smokes his pipe, 
strange beasts and birds crowd around him, 
peering at him curiously with their glistening 
eyes. i 
Though we should not be able to see 
Santa Claus, the animals can; and they know 
him well, for each year he comes to visit them. 
The playful monkeys look wise, and imitate 
him by smoking make-believe pipes of twigs. 
The elephant smiles, and the hippopotamus 


SANTA CEAUS VISITS. THE WiIlD (ANIMALS 
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, 
grins, and the lumbering rhinoceros snorts with glee. Even the great 


tiger cat purs and tries to look pleasant. They all 
like Santa Claus, who is always good natured, jolly, 
and full of fun. 

Santa Claus visits these wild animals in their forests 
AW and jungles, so that he may refresh his memory as to 
how the great creatures look, and may tell his Little Men 
how to make the striped tigers and zebras and the 
plump round elephants, that go in the Noah’s Arks, 


and the other animal toys that the children love to 


play with, and the gay pictures in the story books. 


HOME ONCE MORE 


ND now Santa Claus starts for home, with a clatter of hoofs and 
A jingling of bells. His willing reindeer are glad to get away 
from the heat, back to the land of bright white snow and 

good cool ice. And how they fly ! 

Santa Claus is seen, while still far away, 
by his faithful Little Men, who hasten out 
joyfully to welcome him. Even the polar 
bears and the fat walrus, dance and laugh. 
And the seals, hearing all this noise, come 
sliding along to see what it means. 

The Little Men crowd about Santa%y 


Claus and all ask questions at once. The 


foreman gets Santa Claus’s notebook and studies it, for he knows that 


Santa has thought up lots of new notions. 


DEEL ET LE MEN (ALT ASK (OUERSTIONS AT ONCE 


HOW THE CHRISTMAS PRESENTS ARE MADE 


O Santa Claus tells his Little Men of all the wonderful sights he 

has seen, and you may be sure that they open their eyes wide. 

He explains the new kinds of toys that must be planned, for 

the old familiar ones will not be enough this 
year. 

And now the time for work has come. 
| Fires begin to crackle, saws to buzz, hammers 
to rap, and anvils to ring. Such a variety of 
toys are being made: flying machines, auto- 
mobiles, railroads, soldiers and sailors, animals 
-and games, dolls, and dolls’ houses and furni- 


ture! The great slow Giants, now aroused, 


come lumbering forward and lend a_ hand. 


pcy do the heaviest work — they chop down trees, bing in huge. logs 
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and bars of iron to be cut up and made into sleds and hobby horses, 
tops and boxes, and the like. 

They are not as clever as the Little Men, and have to be told 
what to do. The Little Men are more skilful than any workmen in 
this part of the world, and Santa Claus has taught 
them all that they know. Some are wonderful 
watchmakers; some can whittle and carve faster 
than anyone you ever saw. Others draw and 
Sx paint the pictures for the books. 

: Santa himself walks around the shop, watch- 
ing everything, but not working unless some 


difficult toy is to be made, a music box tuned, 


or an automobile chain fitted. All the workmen 
love Santa and admire his wonderful skill with tools. 

This is how Santa Claus, the Giants, the Fairies, and the Little 
Men, all work together to make the children of the world happy. 


EAGER. CHILDREN SEE WHAT SURPRISES SANTA CLAUS HAS BROUGHT 
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TRYING THE NEW TOYS 


USTLING and hustling, tugging and straining, pounding and ham- 
B mering, the good crew keeps at work turning out toys. As 

soon as a toy is completed it is tested. The railroads are made 
to run smoothly and swiftly, the hobby 
horses to rock without tumbling over. Po 
The Little Men play baseball with bbe 
every lot of gloves and masks, bats ? 


and balls, to see whether the things are 


stout and strong. ‘They fly the kites, i} | 
shoot off the guns, beat the drums, and blow the trumpets, and they 
play all the games, to see that every plaything is perfect before they 
let it go. In the doll department hats and dresses of every style are 
fitted to the dolls, shoes are buttoned on, cheeks and eyes painted, and 
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the dolls carefully packed in boxes. Santa Claus reads all the Christmas 

\f | picture books, and laughs whenever he finds one about 

a ; himself. He shows his Little Men just what changes 

will improve their work, and gives them new ideas 

for toys and playthings, which they are quick to 
understand and work out. 

In this way they keep busy day in and day out, 

with never a moment’s rest; for though they all sleep 

late every morning just after Christmases, when they 


are really at work they hardly stop a moment to eat 


or sleep. 

The ane press runs ceaselessly, and the forge. fire never goes 
out until all is done. In the firelight sturdy little arms swing great 
hammers and pound the red-hot iron into the shapes needed for swords 
and guns, wheels and sled runners. All the trades work side by 


side in cheerful rivalry. 


SANTA CLAUS READS ALL THE CHRISTMAS PICTURE BOOKS 
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‘THE CHRISTMAS TREE FOREST 


Pe when all the games and toys are finished and brightly 
painted, which is only a day or two before Christmas, Santa 
Claus, with his helpers, goes to the Christmas Tree Forest, to 

choose the year’s supply. Here there are trees of every 

size, big ones for the churches and the large houses, 
and little ones for children’s nurseries. 

Santa Claus tells his Little Men what trees to take; 
then they climb nimbly from branch to branch and 
decorate them. They hang them with bright tinsel 


and shining ornaments of every color, till every twig 1s 


covered. Next they light the thousands of little 
candles, while Santa Claus looks on, telling them just how to get the 
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effects that please him. From tree to tree they flit about; adding 

here or changing there, that all may be right 

for Christmas Eve. The Little Men enjoy 

the fun almost as much as the children do 
later, on Christmas Day. | 

The great white bears look on, but keep 

at a safe distance; for though they admire ~ 

the fine effect of all the bright trees shining 


| and twinkling in blazing light, they prefer to 
keep away from the fire, for at times they have burned their noses 


when too inquisitive. 
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GETTING READY TO START FOR THE WORLD 


HOUGH the toys and trees are now all ready, the excitement 
still goes on, for everything must either be labelled with the 
name of the boy and girl for whom it has been made, or 

simply packed in bundles for certain towns and 
villages, so that Santa Claus may have a chance 
to make changes, if need be. 
At last the work is done and the presents 
are ready to pack on Santa Claus’s sleigh. 
How room will be found for them all is a 
puzzle, and the foreman at times despairs. But 


somehow or other, all the many, many parcels [ 


and bundles, dolls and animals, guns and bicycles, 
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soldiers and sailors, wagons and ships, are securely stowed away, for 
the sleigh has the magic quality of holding any sized load. 
| The bright little balloons are safely 


tied on behind; snow-proof covering 1s 
wrapped about the load and well tied 
down by the tugging Little Men. 

The weary foreman, now satisfied 
that all is in order, gives the word and 
/ the prancing reindeer are brought up and 
harnessed to the sleigh. Santa Claus 
gets into his coat, seizes his whip, cries a cheery cood-bye, the rein- 
deer leap forward, and away they all go with a rush; this time bearing 


Christmas presents for the expectant children. 
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OFF FOR THE WAITING WORLD 


WAY, away they go, bounding and dashing, leaping over the 
bright, crusted snow. Like the wind they fly, rushing up the 
icy hills and swooping down the other side at a_break-neck 

pace. They gather such speed that they . 


leap from hill crest to hill crest, while 


the moon looks on in wonder. 


In this mad dash, sometimes, EOL 
not often, accidents happen, and the good 
sleigh is overturned and toys are lost, G 
so that some unhappy children never get their Christmas presents. 
Whenever this occurs, people explain it by saying that times are hard; 


for of course they don’t know the real reason. But Santa Claus is 


pretty careful and does his best to see that no one suffers, and 
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generally he succeeds very well. In fact, no matter how dull things 
may look, he is always sure to arrive on time, with something for us 
to remember him by. 

Day and night, Santa, Claus travels; always dashing at full speed, 
till, at last, signs of our part of the world appear: faint window lights 
twinkle in the distance and smoke rises from chimneys. And now 
the reindeer can slow down, for they know that they are surely on 
time for Christmas Eve. 
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DOWN THE CHIMNEYS 


UIETLY, but swiftly, they glide up to the first houses, keeping 


well in the shadow, so that no one may see them, 


must wait until the lights go out and all are in bed. 
Santa Claus does not like to do his work 
until everyone is out of the way, and never 
will appear if wakeful children watch for his 
coming. When sleep has closed all eyes, then 
is his time for work. With his well-filled bag 
on his back, he clambers up to the chimneys. 
When he finds the roofs too high for him, his 
reindeer, at a word, carry him up to the top, 
with a rush and a spring. Startled cats some- 


times look on, and wonder what he 1s doing on 


SY ~ 
N \ 2 
y ys} i LF, 
SSS fg 
WSS S24 = 


their playground. 
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Santa Claus’s work is not always easy. Some chimneys he finds 
uncomfortably small, others topped with narrow 
smokestacks. How he ever gets down them, no 
one knows, for it seems impossible. Yet, in 
some wonderful way, he does succeed, for 
Christmas morning shows that he has been 
everywhere, and left his presents in their proper 
places. 

So, through the night, he goes from house 


to house and town to town, quickly and surely, 
for no time must be lost, squeezing through narrow places, dragging 


his bag after him; the load getting lighter and_ lighter. 
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HOW SANTA GEIS DOWN THE CHIMNEYS NO ONE KNOWS 


CHRISTMAS EVE 


S Santa Claus drops down the open chimneys, he finds the children’s 
aN stockings hanging across the fireplace, ready for his coming. 
This is what he likes, for it makes his work so much easier. 
He quickly selects the presents, filling each 
stocking with the things he has marked; adding 
randy bags to fill up the spaces. ‘The large 
playthings which won’t go into the stockings, 
he places on the floor or chairs, each bearing 
the name of the boy or girl for whom it 1s 
intended. And so silently does he do his work 


that even the house cat sleeps on and does 


not notice his visit. And though children may 


try to watch and wait, they never yet have seen him. 
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Sometimes he finds no fireplaces at all, only steam radiators, or gas 
logs. These he does not like. He prefers the good old-fashioned 


wide chimneys, through which he can come and go quickly, 


without getting covered with soot. Still, no matter what the 
difficulties, he sees that all the children have something for 
their Christmas. | 

He very seldom makes mistakes; the girls ase find 
something they have been dreaming about, while the 
boys get the things suited to them, and for 
which they have longed. 

So, through the night he dashes about, 
doing an incredible amount of work. It seems 
impossible that he can make his rounds in one night, yet he does it, 
this wonderful old man, and never stops until his sleigh is emptied of 


the last plaything. 
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CHRISTMAS MORNING 


S the first light of Christmas morning fills the sky, excited and 
eager children spring from their beds and run to look at their 
stockings, to see what surprises Santa Claus has brought them. 

He sometimes stops just long enough to peer in at the windows to see 
that all goes well and to 
enjoy the children’s de- 
light; and he feels that 
all his hard work has 


been worth while, since it has given such happiness. Good old Santa 


Claus; the best of friends! 
And now at this same hour, in every home gay little girls and 


boys are digging deep into stockings, drawing out all sorts of prizes, 
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each one prettier and more welcome than the last. The boys blow the 
sails of trim little ships, or start their shiny engines and _ trains of 
cars. Drums are beaten, guns are fired, and bright tin soldiers are set 
in rows. The girls hug their dolls, smooth the dresses, lay them 
down to make their eyes shut, and spread out their tiny dishes, tables, 
chairs and other playthings. | 

There are story books for all, with coloured pictures, and thousands 
of animals of every kind—enough of everything to play with, for a 
long time to come; in fact, until next Christmas, when Santa Claus 


will appear once more. 
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SANTA CLAUS QUICKLY SELECTS THE PRESENTS 


AWAY FOR HOME 
® ND now, his good work well done at last, Santa Claus, quite 
A», tured after so much scrambling and climbing, turns about for 
~ home and a good long rest. As the bright sun rises above 
the hornzon, he bids the world good-bye, and_ starts 
off on his long journey. 
‘lis patient reindeer, at the thought of home, forget 
‘heir tired limbs and bound away. As the sleigh is 
light again, they soon go scudding over the hills, 
faster and faster, till the towns and cities are left 
oehind, and the snow-clad peaks appear once more. 


then, with a last good rush, they soon arrive where 


the waiting Little Men, who have seen them from afar, cry welcome. 


62 - AWAY FOR HOME 


The harness is taken off, and the reindeer run free again and 
hasten to tell their former companions all about their wonderful trip. 

And now Santa Claus and his. sturdy Little Men sit down to their 
own Christmas dinner. Joyous laughter and shouting follow Santa’s 
stories of the pleasure the wonderful toys have given and the children’s 
happy surprise, and the jokes he has played on the little people. 

And so, in happy revel, comes and goes this Merry Christmas Day. 
Then Santa Claus settles down to rest, until the next year calls 


him out again. 
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